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The Tri-State Area School Study Council Newsletter 

Recognizing Excellence in Education 

77th Annual School Board and Distinguished Educator Banquet The Tri-State 

Area School Study Council's annual banquet acknowledges outstanding 

achievements in education through the presentation of the Distinguished Educator 

and D. Richard Wynn Distinguished School Board Awards. The 2026 event 

convened on Thursday, March 26th at the University Club. See page 2 for full 

details regarding the banquet and this year's esteemed award recipients: 

Distinguished Educator Dr. Michael Loughead, and the Distinguished School 

Boards of the Butler Area School District and the Northgate School District. 

 

23rd Annual Dr. Jean E. Winsand Workshop for Women in School 

Leadership Named in memory of associate professor Dr. Jean E. Winsand, this 

annual workshop facilitates discussions on career advancement to empower and 

inspire women in educational leadership. Centered on the theme "The 

Architecture of Leadership," the 2026 workshop took place on Friday, April 10th 

at the University Club. This year, the Distinguished Woman in Education Award 

was conferred upon Dr. Jeannine French (Peters Township School District), and 

the Emerging Woman in Education Award was presented to Dr. Melissa 

McCauley (West Jefferson Hills School District). Read more on page 2. 

Thank you to the law firms who contribute to The Forum newsletter each 
 issue: 

• Andrews & Price, Special Education Alert 
• Tucker Arensberg Attorneys, Education Law Report 
• Weiss Burkardt Kramer LLC, In Brief: School Law 

Update (Located on pages 4-5 of The Forum) 

Law Symposium Registration 

 2026 Dr. Samuel Francis School Law Symposium and  
Special Education Workshop   

Thursday, June 18, 2026 | Regional Learning Alliance & Zoom 
 

Held annually, the Dr. Samuel Francis School Law Symposium and Special Education 
Workshop is co-hosted by Tri-State and Pitt Law and addresses legal issues in school 
law and special education for Superintendents, Central Office Staff, Building Level 

Administrators, Board Members, Solicitors, School Attorneys, School Leaders, Special 
Education Teachers and LEAs, Business Managers, and Parent Advocates.  

 
Registration and details can be found here 

https://www.tristate.pitt.edu/events-workshops/dr-samuel-francis-school-law-symposium-and-special-education-workshop-0
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On Thursday, March 26, 2026, the 77th Annual Distinguished School Board and Educator Banquet brought educators 
and leaders together at the University Club to celebrate collective excellence across our region. 

The evening commenced with an incredible performance by the Butler Area School District Rock Orchestra, directed 
by Mrs. Katherine Vercek-Black. Following welcoming remarks and a message from University leadership, including 
Dr. Bart Rocco, Dr. Joseph Guarino, and Dr. Gary Gabel, Dr. Michelle Miller provided the blessing before 
transitioning to the awards presentation. 

D. Richard Wynn Distinguished School Board Award This year, the D. Richard Wynn Distinguished School Board 
Award was proudly presented to the Board of School Directors from both the Butler Area School District and the 
Northgate School District. Both distinguished boards were selected for their collaborative governance and long-term 
commitment to improving educational outcomes and implementing student-focused policies in their communities. 

Distinguished Educator Award Concluding the evening's recognitions, Dr. Michael Loughead, Superintendent of the 
Hampton Township School District, was honored with the 2026 Distinguished Educator Award. Dr. Loughead was 
selected in recognition of his exceptional vision, enduring dedication to cultivating positive learning environments, and 
his career-long impact on students and staff throughout the region. 

Tri-State congratulates this year's outstanding awardees and extends sincere gratitude to everyone who attended and 
helped make the 2026 banquet a resounding success! 

77th Annual School Board and Distinguished Educator  
Banquet: In Review  

23rd Annual Dr. Jean E. Winsand Workshop for Women in 
School Leadership: In Review 

The 23rd Annual Dr. Jean E. Winsand Workshop for Women in School Leadership convened on Friday, April 10, 
2026, at the University Club. Embracing the theme "The Architecture of Leadership," the day began with an amazing 
and empowering keynote address by Joan Gabel, Chancellor of the University of Pittsburgh. 

Following the keynote, participants engaged in dynamic breakout sessions offering practical leadership strategies. 
Presentations included "Find a Mentor, Be a Mentor" with Dr. Janet Sardon and Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac, 
"Shatterproof Leadership" led by Dr. Beth Hutson, and "Drop the Guilt. Keep the Power" presented by Dr. Cassandra 
Doggrell and Dr. Marie Palano. 

The event also highlighted powerful community and artistic initiatives. Attendees experienced "Colorism: Looking 
Outside the Brown Paper Bag," a thought-provoking mixed-media exhibition by artist and educator Dr. Ashley A. 
Jones exploring the history and impact of colorism among Black women. Additionally, the Western Pennsylvania 
School for Blind Children's (WPSBC) Pop-Up Student Market returned to showcase the impressive talents of student 
entrepreneurs. In a tremendous show of support for our 2026 philanthropic beneficiary, attendees donated 120 pounds 
of goods to the Pitt Pantry to support students facing food insecurity. 

The workshop culminated in the celebration of two exceptional leaders. The Jean E. Winsand Distinguished Woman in 
Education Award was conferred upon Dr. Jeannine French, Superintendent of the Peters Township School District, 
for her lifelong impact and exemplary service. The Jean E. Winsand Emerging Woman in Education Award recognized 
Dr. Melissa McCauley, Associate Principal at the West Jefferson Hills School District, honoring the significant 
difference she is making early in her leadership journey. 

Tri-State extends its sincere gratitude to the planning committee, the Winsand family, and all presenters and attendees 
for another unforgettable workshop! 
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Green Building Alliance 

Education & Training Opportunities with Green Building Alliance 

Author: Destiny Knetzer, Director of Education & Events 
 
For Classrooms Inspire your students with a Green Building Alliance (GBA) classroom experience! Through hands-

on activities and interactive discussions, students of any age explore how “green” or “smart” high-performance 

buildings are designed and constructed, gain insight into what sustainability and resilience mean in relation to how 

many different kinds of buildings – and whole communities – are planned, and discover career pathways in 

construction, design, and beyond. For High School Students, GBA also offers a "Getting Started with Green Building" 

session introducing the fundamentals of green building, industry evolutions influencing the workforce, and arising 

opportunities.  

For Facilities  Looking to improve the energy efficiency of your schools, lower your utility costs, and reduce illness 

and absenteeism caused by poor indoor air quality in your building and classroom spaces? Through a generous grant 

from The Grable Foundation, Green Building Alliance (GBA) is offering Operations & Maintenance for Schools 

training at no cost.  With a focus on preventative maintenance, this training is specially designed to equip PreK-12 

facility and custodial teams with practical, actionable, and affordable strategies for reducing energy and water use, 

and improving IAQ. GBA provides personalized guidance on improving HVAC 

systems, ventilation and air filtration; cleaning products; chemical use; pest 

management; products and finishes; and more. 

To learn more about programs that GBA offers, please reach out to info@gba.org.  

Photos from the Spring 

 

From top left: Chancellor Joan Gabel, Dr. Ashley A. Jones, Dr. Rocco with 26 Winsand Award winners, former Winsand Distinguished Woman Award Winners, former Distinguished Educa-
tor award winners, the Butler Area School District Rock Orchestra, the Butler Area School Board, Dr. Michael Loughead receiving his award, the Northgate School District Board. 







Women’s Law Project 

The Necessity for Evidence-Based Sex Education in a Landscape of Disinformation 
 
Authors: Tara Murtha and Sujaya Rajguru  

Young people deserve access to evidence-based education and information about sexual and reproductive health. But in the current 

information landscape, young people are being met with disinformation and deprivation nearly everywhere they turn to seek trusted 

information: Viral TikTok videos spread misinformation about birth control while systemic bias built into social media and AI 

platforms suppresses accurate information. The anti-abortion “crisis pregnancy center” industry targets teens with digital 

disinformation campaigns while our federal government quietly deletes websites that once provided accurate information about 

sexual and reproductive health.  

Young people can’t even obtain this information in school, which is partly why they search online in the first place. Despite years of 

advocacy, the Pennsylvania Legislature has repeatedly failed to advance proposals to mandate evidence-based sex ed.  

Experts describe this sexual and reproductive health (SRH) disinformation crisis as an “infodemic.” Paired with political efforts to 

restrict young people’s access to reproductive healthcare, it’s clear this infodemic is a tactic in a broader effort to undermine young 

people’s bodily and reproductive autonomy. 

While SRH disinformation schemes have long focused on abortion, contraception is now also a primary target. One study showed 

more than half of all TikTok videos about hormonal contraception discouraging use. While some misleading videos are well-

intentioned personal anecdotes, others are organized online campaigns targeting both young men and women with misinformation 

about contraception.  

Research shows “manosphere” content targets young men with narratives claiming that birth control is emasculating, while young 

women on TikTok are being routinely exposed to videos falsely framing hormonal contraception as dangerous by falsely linking it to 

infertility, calling it “poison,” and over-stating side effects. Researchers say the effect of online fearmongering and misinformation 

about contraception has created a “hormonophobia” crisis, meaning an irrational fear of hormonal contraception. 

Anti-abortion “crisis pregnancy centers,” meanwhile, have been found to spread false and misleading information both on the ground 

and online. While the primary goal of anti-abortion crisis pregnancy centers is to delay, deter, and dissuade pregnant people from 

accessing abortion, it is important to note the CPC industry is as opposed to contraception as it is to abortion. With millions of public 

dollars diverted to the CPC industry, the industry invests in digital campaigns targeting young people, with CPC marketing materials 

recommending targeting kids as young as 11 years old.   

The SRH infodemic is working in tandem with the current administration’s strategic weakening of public health systems that provide 

contraception counseling, further suppressing and restricting access to both contraception and accurate information. 

Now, the federal government’s role in weakening trust in contraception is about to get worse. New guidelines for the Title X 

program—the only federal family planning program—emphasize that the Administration’s priority is to diminish access to the 

spectrum of contraception in favor of promoting “fertility-based awareness methods.” Worse, the program specifically targets young 

people’s autonomy by requiring Title X participants to commit to encouraging “family participation in the decision of minors to 

seek” contraception. 

Studies have found the infodemic has a direct impact on teen health: Disinformation exposure can deter or delay access to critical 

reproductive healthcare and correlates with higher-risk behaviors.  

Soon, we expect a new bill seeking to mandate evidence-based sexual and reproductive health information in Pennsylvania schools in 

the state Legislature. The need for evidence-based sex ed is greater than ever to combat the flood of disinformation and help protect 

young people’s reproductive autonomy. We look forward to supporting this legislation and advocating for it to pass into law. 

To learn more or to get involved with efforts to support evidence-based sex education and the reproductive autonomy of young 

people, contact the Women’s Law Project at info@womenslawproject.org.  

www.womenslawproject.org      
infopitt@womenslawproject.org 
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The Forum is a publication of the Tri-State Area School Study Council. Comments and suggestions for future 
topics are welcomed. Tri-State can be contacted at tristate@pitt.edu 

     
The information in The Forum is for the general knowledge of the reader. 

 For more specific information, rely on the advice of your solicitor. 
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2026-2027 Save the Dates 

 

 

 

 

Navigating Difficult Conversations in K-12 Education through a Nonpartisan Lens 

September 30, 2026 | Posvar Hall (University of Pittsburgh) 

NCAA Update 

TBD | Petersen Events Center 

Every fall, Tri-State, in collaboration with the University of Pittsburgh Athletics Department and with the support of the 
Western Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic League, co-hosts the NCAA Update. This workshop is an invaluable resource for 

athletic directors, coaches, guidance counselors, high school principals, and district-level administrators, offering the latest 

insights and developments in college athletics.  

School Board Leadership Collective 

TBD 

School Board and Distinguished Educator Banquet 

Thursday, March 18, 2027 | University Club 

The annual Tri-State Area School Study Council School Board and Distinguished Educator Banquet honors and recognizes 
outstanding school leaders from our region. The event features entertainment, dinner, and the awards presentation.  

PASA/PSBA Workshop 

Thursday, March 25, 2027 | Zoom 

The PASA/PSBA workshop is hosted annually in March. The directors of (or representatives from) both the Pennsylvania 
Association of School Administrators and Pennsylvania School Board Association present important information and address 

concerns of school leaders.  

Dr. Jean E. Winsand Workshop for Women in School Leadership 
Friday, April 9, 2027 | University Club 

Held annually, the Dr. Jean E. Winsand Institute for Women in School Leadership is a one-day leadership conference for 
women leaders in K-12 school districts and educational institutions.   

Dr. Samuel Francis School Law Symposium and Special Education Workshop  
Thursday, June 17, 2027 | Regional Learning Alliance & Zoom 

The Dr. Samuel Francis School Law Symposium and Special Education Workshop is co-hosted by Tri-State and Pitt Law and 
addresses legal issues in school law and special education for Superintendents, Central Office Staff, Building Level 

Administrators, Board Members, Solicitors, School Attorneys, School Leaders, Special Education Teachers and LEAs, Business 
Managers, and Parent Advocates.   

mailto:tristate@pitt.edu

